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engage two singing-girls and have a gay time there. But he
must not be put to any expense/'
"Brother," Hsieh Hsi-ta said, "you have only to say the
word and the money shall be sent to you at once. Will anyone
else be at the party?"
*'Nobody else," Hsi-m6n Ch'ing said. "Each of us will give
two pieces of silver."	v
"His place is not very big," Po-chiieh said. "It will not hold
many people."
Then Ch'in T'ung came and said that Uncle Wu had
come. Hsi-m£n told the boy to bring him in. Uncle Wu
made reverence to the three guests, then to Hsi-m&n Ch'ing,
and sat down. A boy brought fresh tea and they drank it
together. Then Uncle Wu rose and said to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing:
"Brother, will you come with me to the inner court for a
moment? I should like to speak to you." Hsi-mSn Ch'ing got
up and they went to the inner court together. They went to
the Moon Lady's room, but she was in the arbour with the
other ladies drinking wine and listening to Miss Shen singing.
When she was told that her brother tad come, she went back
to her room and told Tiny Jade to bring tea.
Uncle Wu took ten taels of silver from his sleeve and gave
them to the Moon Lady. "I have only had three pieces of
silver from the office," he said, "so I can only pay my brother
these ten taels. I shall have to pay the remainder by degrees."
"There is no hurry about it, Brother-in-law/' Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing said.
"I am afraid I am very late already," Uncle Wu said.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing asked him if the work upon the granary
was finished. "There is still another month's work to be
done," Uncle Wu told him.
"Well," said Hsi-mSn, "when it is complete, you will reap
your reward."
"Brother-in-law," Uncle Wu said, "this year, I understand,
a number of military officials are to be appointed. I hope you
will do anything you can for me by way of recommendation."
"Certainly," Hsi-m6n Ch'ing said, "anything I can do for
you, I will."
"You will go to the outer court, Brother?" the Moon Lady
said.

